Save The Five Bells – Update

The campaign to see the Five Bells re-opened and transformed into a family orientated village local pub is going strong and support for the cause has exceeded all expectations.

Our survey says….

The results of the village wide survey were overwhelmingly positive. Nearly 70% of households in Riseley were visited and revealed almost universal support for a village pub with a staggering 85% of households pledging to use the Five Bells if re-opened.  In addition, the survey gave valuable information into the services and amenities the community would like to see the pub offer.

And here is the news

We’ve enjoyed good media coverage with interviews on BBC Three Counties and Heart radio, and press coverage in Beds Times & Citizen, the Beds on Sunday and the Sunday People.  BBC Look East has also filmed a piece on the Five Bells as part of a feature on rural pub closures to be aired in the near future.

Outside support

Support for the campaign has also been strong from outside the village with MP Alistair Burt and our local councillors offering to help in anyway they can.  This support was evident with Cllr Dave Lewis from Kempston – who is currently lobbying the House of Commons on behalf of the ailing pub industry – and a contingent from the region’s CAMRA branch attending a recent meeting in the village hall.

So what’s next?

As yet Greene King have given no indication as to what they intend to do with the Five Bells but it is known that, due to the campaign, there are a number of very interested parties looking at the possibility of taking the pub on, so fingers crossed. 

In the meantime, the campaign continues.  As well as further galvanising support for the pub, the campaign aims to put together a business plan that provides detailed market research into the business opportunities the Five Bells offers, as well as real offers of help and assistance to rebuild and refurbish the pub. All of which will prove the Bells is both a viable business with strong community support.

The campaign’s goal is to see the Five Bells again a popular and friendly village local that adds real value to our community and to become like the Fox & Hounds, an asset to our village.

Working together we can make Riseley a better place – please join our campaign and help us achieve our goal.

Please contact us via the website on www.savethefivebells.org.uk or contact Lynne Clayton 07903 886512 or  Martyn Wady on 01234 709 333

