Bedford Borough Council

Planning Department 

Room A121, 

Town Hall

Bedford 

MK40 1SJ

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: 09/01516/FUL. Five Bells Public House, Riseley

I would like to object to the above planning application on the following grounds:

· The loss of an important village amenity that was home to the village skittles, pool, darts, football and cricket teams and without it, these traditional village sports are under threat.

· The Five Bells closed due to lack of brewery investment and poor management that drove away custom.

· Refurbished and opened as a free house, the Five Bells is a viable business.

· The Fox & Hounds is predominantly a restaurant.  It does not have the opening hours or provide the facilities or services associated with a  traditional pub.

· There is a lack of amenities in the village, especially for young adults.

· The current credit crunch will not last forever, but the loss of the Five Bells will.  

· Riseley is a growing village with young families and affordable housing that needs a traditional village pub.

· Permanent loss of the Five Bells will further erode rural and community life in the county.

Yours faithfully,

