Bedford Borough Council

Planning Department 

Room A121, 

Town Hall

Bedford 

MK40 1SJ

Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: 09/01516/FUL. Five Bells Public House, Riseley

I am writing to object to the planning application to change the use of the Five Bells pub to a residential house.

I personally do not consider the Fox and Hounds to be a pub.  Its opening hours are that of a restaurant and it does not offer any of the services and amenities to accommodate any of the traditional village teams.
As the last proper pub in the village, the permanent closure of the Five Bells would mean the loss of a valuable amenity, that until its closure, provided a home for the village football, skittles, pool, darts, Sunday quiz and cricket teams.  It was also a well-used social hub for local farmers and village residents.

The Five Bells was always busy and used by a broad spectrum of the local community, but slowly declined due to a lack of investment from the brewery and the succession of poor tenant landlords.

Even with the current economic climate there is enough support in the village to make the Five Bells a viable business and its loss would have a long-term negative effect on our community.

I therefore urge you to reject this application.

Yours faithfully,

